	What about sealing and 
staining?

While not all granites have the 
same physical characteristics, most
granites have naturally low moisture
absorption rates.  Therefore, staining
 of your granite top, especially when 
highly polished, is normally not an
issue.  With that said, it is a common
practice by fabricators to apply a 
sealant to the countertop for added 
security and “just-in-case” protection
 to your investment.  Future 
applications of sealant, given 
homeowners chose to do so, will take 
only a cotton cloth and a few minutes
 worth of time.

Does granite harbor bacteria?

According to a March 2004 study 
performed by the hospitality Institute 
of Technology and Management, a 
Minnesota-based organization that 
develops and researches educational 
materials for the retail food industry, 
granite is rated second only to stainless 
steel for safety against bacterial
contamination.  Further, the study 
proves that granite is found to prevent
food-borne illness pathogens from 
remaining on your countertop after
cleaning better than composition stone.
	Granite Care Dos and Don’ts
· Do dust mop floors frequently

· Do clean surfaces with a mild 
        detergent

· Do thoroughly rinse and dry
        the surface after washing

· Do protect floors with non-slip
        mats or area rugs and countertop 
        surfaces with coasters

· Don’t use vinegar, lemon juice 
        or other cleaners containing  

        acids on marble, limestone,     

        and travertine or onyx surfaces.        

(Granite can be cleaned with a white 
vinegar and distilled water solution).
· Don’t use cleaners that contain
        acid such as bathroom cleaners, 
        grout cleaners or tub and tile 
        cleaners

· Don’t use cleaners containing 
        ammonia

For more granite care tips see the following websites:

www.marble-institute.com
www.countertopcare.com
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        Frequently Asked 
              Questions 
           About Granite

Non biased information provided by  the Marble Institute of America

Granite Tops, LLC
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